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Imaginative Artists Find New Ways
fo Deal With the Westemn
Landscape Tradition

MICHAEL PAGLIA | SEPTEMBER 17,2014 | 9:14AM
g 1he landscape has long fascinated artists, particularly in the
American West, with those interested in the form today falling

into two broad categories. There are artists who re-create the
high points of nineteenth and early-twentieth-century realism
and impressionism. And there are those who try to introduce
new ways of dealing with the old warhorse. I'm not much
interested in the former, though I can appreciate the skill it
takes. But the latter has long captivated me, because in addition

The current duet at Goodwin Fine Art, Far North & Outer Spage
features new takes on the landscape by Beau Carey, a onetime
Denver artist who now lives in Albuquerque, and Denver's
Lanny DeVuono.

Many of the Careys, installed in the front, are snow scenes
inspired by a National Park Service artist residency he had in a
cabin at the base of Denali in Alaska last winter.

Carey is interested in mashing up representation with
abstraction. He points out that simply by introducing a
horizontal line, an artist can suggest a landscape, as he does in
"Batholith" (pictured). In this painting, which is a hybrid of a
landscape and a color-field abstraction, that horizontal line
divides a very realistic rendition of a mountain floating on an
indefinite ground above from a section below in which very
dark passages of black and blue are accented by the faux
reflection of the mountain in fiery oranges and yellows.

To say that the DeVuono paintings, in the back space, provide
the perfect complement to the Careys would be an
understatement, because in this body of work, she, too, is
blending straight representation with color-field abstraction.
The work of each artist resonates with that of the other, creating

a perfect combo.

DeVuono's views are hypothetical scenes of Mars, and she
notes that they are similar in character to views of the
Southwest, having the same severity and drama. Most have two
elements: a very complex, gray-tone detail of the Martian
landscape done in gesso, graphite, gouache and oil; and a
dreamy color field meant to convey the planet's atmosphere.
The neutral tones of these topographical studies are offset by
color fields of distinctive shades of orange, blue, green and red,
with each painting limited to a single vaporous hue.

Carey and DeVuono are both alums of RedLine, so this show
represents something of a reunion.
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